Synopsis of Executive Board Meeting
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association

October 19, 2008
Bass Pro Shop – Prattville, AL

Meeting called to order at 10:30 a.m.

Officers: 
President

Dr. Mike Newman



Pres-elect

Dr. Larry Chasteen








Vice-Pres

Dr. Libby Todd









Immediate Past Pres
Dr. Mark Russell








Board Member

Dr. Kirk Holland 







Board Member

Dr. Bill Allen






Treasurer

Dr. Winston Pirtle




Constituent Association Representatives:



Calhoun Co. VMA

Dr. William R. Simpkins

absent





Central AL VMA


Dr. Jim Benefield for Bill Sternenberg





Colbert-Lauderdale VMA

Dr. Sheila Gilbert
 

absent




East AL VMA


Dr. Dan Kuykendall 


Greater Dothan VMA

Dr. Arthur Moore for Laurie McCall



Gulf Coast VMA


Dr. Babette Dixon 






Jefferson Co. VMA

Dr. T.C. Branch 


Madison Co. VMA

Dr. Jim Chancellor


Mid State VMA


Dr. Bill DeWitt for Tim Bruner





Mobile VMA


Dr. Quentin Meadows







North AL VMA


Dr. Tavis White


Sand Mountain VMA

Dr. Lee Trott


absent




South Central VMA

Dr. John Grider 








Southeast AL VMA

Dr. (open seat)


absent


Tuscaloosa Co. VMA

Dr. Scott White








Tuskegee VMA


Dr. J. A. Clinkscales   





West AL VMA


Dr. William Bledsoe





Ex Officio Members:



AVMA Delegate


Dr. William E. DeWitt







AVMA Alternate Delegate 
Dr. Jan Strother


Auxiliary President

Ms. Judy DeWitt






Editor, Alabama Veterinarian
Dr. Barbara Monaghan


State Veterinarian

Dr. Brad Fields for Anthony Frazier    
 

Public Health Veterinarian

Dr. Dee Jones


absent
    

Auburn student representative
Ms. Emily Hayden

absent



Tuskegee student representative
Ms. Stefanie Clay






Executive Director

Dr. Charles Franz

Additional attendees included Drs. Tim Boosinger, Jack Goodman, David Hayes, Christie Kimbrell, Glenn Malone, Jerome Williams, Dwight Wolfe, and Kristi Rodas, LVT.                    . 
Dr. Michael Newman welcomed attendees and reported on the previous email initiated board action supporting the recruitment and retention letter of position sponsored by the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) and the National Association of Federal Veterinarians.      
Treasurer’s report as of October 10, 2008:   

Cash on hand:






TOTAL             265,495
Certificates of deposit:






TOTAL            215,250
Total Certificates and Cash


           $480,745
Less: 
Convention Reserve

131,806

Retained Reserve

110,000

Maddies Fund


  57,693






           (299,499)





Free Balance
           $181,246
Mrs. Judy Dewitt presented a report from the Auxiliary about donations currently being offered to student auxiliary members.  She reported on the recent death of Mrs. Dixie Horner, wife of former AVMA Executive Board representative for this district, Dr. Jackie Horner.  She also mentioned the participation of the Auxiliary with the annual Animal Hall of Fame event planned for February in Birmingham.
Three applications were approved for membership: Drs. Mark Jandrlich (Rainbow City, AUB85), Blaine O’Reilly (Huntsville, AUB06), Brian Story (Decatur, AUB98).  
Reports received from Auburn University, Jefferson State Technician Program and the Alabama Veterinary Technician Association. 
Dr. Bill DeWitt reported from the AVMA on the summer convention in New Orleans. He encouraged anyone wanting a committee or council appointment to get in touch with him.  
Dr. Mark Russell reported on efforts ongoing with Pfizer to coordinate work on a Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) surveillance program.  

Dr. Jerome Williams reported from the Foundation in President Allison Black’s absence.   He reported on three main issues the Foundation needs to discuss: (1), staffing issues related to the possible discontinuation of services provided by Franz Management; (2), the lack of a workable strategic plan and the need for the Foundation to take 12 months off to complete a planning year; and (3), concern for the ability of the Foundation to raise significant funds for the project involving a property purchase.  
Dr. John Grider reported from the Alabama State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (ASBVME) on efforts currently being initiated with a wellness survey.  
There was discussion about the perception of a high rate of suicides among the veterinary profession.  Additional surveys being conducted across the fifty states are trying to determine if this perception is reality.  
Dr. Dwight Wolfe reported for Dr. Soren Rodning from the Large Animal Affairs Committee and gave the dates of the Food Animal Conference, Feb 6-8, 2009.  He also reported on the “Miracle of Birth” exhibit at the Alabama National Fair in Montgomery, October 3-12.  Dr. Wolfe suggested a donation to the Drost Project ($250) for the assistance provided by Dr. Maarten Drost.  Motion passed.  Motion also passed for the ALVMA to donate pizza to the Auburn theriogenology student chapter for their efforts with this State Fair project.  

Dr. Wolfe reported from the Facility Task Force. Several questions are being addressed: sources of capital to purchase and renovate a building, anticipated purchase price and renovation costs, elaborateness of the museum, possibility for additional space for rental income, amount of rental income from dedicated ALVMA space.  
2009 budget was approved.     
Dr. Jack Goodman reported that the Bylaws Committee has recommended several changes to the Association Constitution and Bylaws which will be presented to the full membership at the annual meeting in June.
Dr. Jan Strother reported about the upcoming Hall of Fame event to be held at the Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham on February 28, 2009, during the winter CE meeting.  
Dr. Larry Chasteen reported on efforts for the 2009 summer convention.  An effort is being made to decrease the speaker costs in an effort to improve the convention profits. Dr. Libby Todd presented information from the post-conference membership survey and some ideas for the 2009 program.     
Dr. Charles Franz reported that discussions are underway with the Georgia Veterinary Medical Association for a combined meeting in 2011.  A proposal will be forthcoming to the board for consideration.  
Dr. Brad Fields reported from the Emergency Management Committee that grants of $20,000 each from the American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMF) and ALVMF have been received.  Two Companion Animal Mobile Equipment Trailers (CAMET) trailers have been ordered for use in disaster situations. He solicited contributions to help with additional equipment for the response efforts.  
In reference to the White Coat Ceremony, the students would prefer to have a reception with guests invited rather than the dinner function without outside guests being included.  Motion passed to change White Coat Ceremony to a reception function in 2009. 
Ongoing efforts for the winter meeting at the Wynfrey in Birmingham, February 27 – March 1, were discussed.
Dr. Barbara Monaghan presented a report on the goal groups from the 2008 board retreat.

The following goals were developed for the ALVMA:

1. Make the ALVMA more relevant to members 

2. Reevaluate governance, board, officers, duties, responsibilities, redistricting

3. Reevaluate committees and activate them

4. Implement annual leadership day

5. Increase membership

6. Complete implementation of spay-neuter license plate

Dr. Kirk Holland presented information about the Legislative and Leadership Day.  Current plans are for this to take place most likely in March.
Motion passed to donate $600 to the American Veterinary Medical Foundation.
Dr. Jim Benefield’s term on the Council on Animal and Environmental Health ends January 1, 2009. Motion passed to appoint Dr. Fred Hoerr for a five year term. 
Dr. William Bledsoe announced that he will seek the position of Junior Board Member in 2009. 

A motion was made to continue the Association’s present relationship with Franz Management and with Dr. Charles Franz. Motion was seconded and unanimously passed by voice vote.  
Meeting adjourned.
